
Mee�ng Minutes of the Lake Oakland  
Lake Improvement Board  

Hearing of Prac�cability and Hearing of Assessment 
July 17, 2023 

 
 

Rick Sabina called the mee�ng to order at 6:30 p.m. at the Waterford Town Hall Auditorium. 
 
PRESENT:  Rick Sabina, Ci�zen Member/Chairperson 
   Stephanie Petriello, Oakland County WRC, Secretary 
   Kimberly Markee, Waterford Township Clerk 
   Theresa Nallamothu, Independence Township Trustee 
   
ALSO PRESENT: Paul Hausler, Progressive AE 

Several Residents, see atached sign-in sheets (Atachment ‘A’) 
 
OPEN MEETING: 
 
All board members stated their name and affilia�on for the record. 
 
Rick Sabina reminded everyone to sign the atendance sheet (see Atachment ‘A’). 
 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MEETING AGENDA: 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to accept the mee�ng agenda as 
presented (see Atachment ‘B’). 
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES: 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to accept the minutes as 
presented for the mee�ng of June 7, 2023.  
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
Paul Hausler will post the mee�ng minutes on the Lake Oakland website. 
 
EXPLAIN OUTLINE OF MEETING AGENDA 
 
Rick Sabina stated the purpose of this mee�ng was because the current project and assessment 
roll is expiring at the end of this year requiring that new public hearings be conducted. The first 



hearing will be on the proposed program of prac�cability, and the second hearing will be on the 
assessment roll. Following those two hearings, general business items will be discussed. Rick 
Sabina also stated that everyone will have an opportunity to speak during the public comment 
periods. 
 
CONVENE PUBLIC HEARING OF PRACTICABILITY 
 
The Hearing of Prac�cability began at approximately 6:34 p.m. 
 
Stephanie Petriello, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to pre-approve payment for the 
publica�on of a legal ad in the Oakland Press Newspaper on July 5th for the sum of $593.00. 
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
Theresa Nallamothu, supported by Kimberly Markee, moved to pre-approve payment that will 
be issued for the publica�on of legal ads in the Oakland Press Newspaper for the No�ce of 
Determina�on that will be published a�er the Hearing. 
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
Stephanie Petriello presented the Affidavit of Publica�on verifying publica�on of legal ads run 
on June 20, 2023 and July 5, 2023 for the Hearing of Prac�cability (see Atachment ‘C’). 
 
Stephanie Petriello presented the Affidavit of Mailing that stated a first-class leter to each 
individual property owner was mailed on June 26, 2023 (see Atachment ‘D’).  
 
Paul Hausler provided a PowerPoint presenta�on (see Atachment ‘E’) outlining the proposed 
program and es�mate of cost. The proposed budget for 2024 through 2028 has an annual cost 
of $101,500. This incorporates an annual drawdown of surplus funds in the amount of 
$10,000/year. The Lake Oakland plant control program would include a combina�on of 
herbicide treatments, mechanical harves�ng, and biological control. The program will primarily 
focus on controlling invasive species. 
 
Assessments are spread based on the following formula: 
 Waterfront parcels are assessed one (1) unit of benefit equaling $192/year 
 Back lot parcels are assessed one-quarter (1/4) unit of benefit equaling $48/year 
 
Rick Sabina opened the Hearing of Prac�cability for public comment at approximately 7:30 p.m. 
 
Paul Hausler and the Board answered several ques�ons from the audience. Several topics were 
covered, including: aggressive swans, administra�ve fees in the budget, finding a more effec�ve 
way to no�fy homeowners of lake treatments, the new harves�ng company, wake boats, lack of 
sheriff presence, aera�on vs muck pellets, lawn fer�lizer companies, and the safety of aqua�c 
chemicals on wildlife.  



Rick Sabina closed the Hearing of Prac�cability for public comment at approximately 7:59 p.m.  
 
RESOLUTION FOR PRACTICABILITY 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved that the Lake Oakland Lake 
Improvement Board determined the proposed project with an annual cost of $101,500 for the 
years 2024 through 2028 is prac�cable and directed that the No�ce of Determina�on be 
published pursuant to the provisions of Act 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, as amended. 
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
CONVENE PUBLIC HEARING OF THE ASSESSMENT ROLL 
 
Rick Sabina opened the Hearing of the Assessment Roll at approximately 8:02 p.m. 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Stephanie Petriello, moved to pre-approve payment that will be 
issued for the publica�on of legal ads in the Oakland Press Newspaper for the No�ce of 
Confirma�on that will be published a�er the Hearing. 
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
Stephanie Petriello presented the Affidavit of Publica�on verifying publica�on of legal ads run 
on June 20, 2023 and July 5, 2023 for the Hearing of Prac�cability (see Atachment ‘C’). 
 
Stephanie Petriello presented the Affidavit of Mailing that stated a first-class leter to each 
individual property owner was mailed on June 26, 2023 (see Atachment ‘D’).  
 
Stephanie Petriello stated at the �me of the Hearing, eight (8) leters were returned by the post 
office for incorrect addresses or no forwarding address (see Atachment ‘F’). Four (4) addi�onal 
leters were returned a�er the mee�ng and are also included in Atachment ‘F’. The envelopes 
will be forwarded to the respec�ve Township clerks. 
 
Rick Sabina reviewed the formula for the annual Assessment Roll that was outlined in the Legal 
No�ce that was mailed to each property owner. Assessments are spread based on the following 
formula: 

Waterfront parcels are assessed one (1) unit of benefit equaling $192 annually. Total 
Assessment Roll for five years is $960. 
 
Back lot parcels are assessed one-quarter (1/4) unit of benefit equaling $48 annually. 
Total Assessment Roll for five years is $240. 

 
Rick Sabina opened the Hearing of Assessment for Individual Appeals at approximately 8:07 
p.m. 
 



The Lake Oakland Lake Improvement Board did not receive any leters from individuals 
appealing their assessment. 
 
Rick Sabina opened the floor for public comments. 
 
There were no Individual Appeals registered during the Hearing of Assessment. However, there 
was a discussion about residents with access to Woodhall Lake and whether they are assessed. 
It was stated that under State law, the Lake Oakland Lake Improvement Board does not have the 
authority to assess those residents because they reside on a different waterbody. There is not a 
Lake Improvement Board for Woodhall Lake because they have not yet reached a 2/3 consensus 
from property owners.  
 
Rick Sabina closed the Hearing for Assessments on Individual Appeals at approximately 8:10 
p.m. 
 
RESOLUTION FOR ASSESSMENT 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved that the Lake Oakland Lake 
Improvement Board confirm a 5-year Special Assessment Roll for Lake Oakland as presented by 
the Lake Improvement Board in the annual amount of $101,500 and direct the Clerks of 
Waterford and Independence Townships to endorse upon the Roll the date of July 17, 2023 as 
the date of confirma�on and direct that the No�ce of Confirma�on be published pursuant to 
the provisions of Act 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, as amended. 
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A. Project Work Journal 
 
Paul Hausler discussed the Project Work Journal that outlines the services regarding plant 
control and associated costs to date for the 2023 calendar year. There have been three (3) 
treatments and one (1) harves�ng. As of July 13, 2023 the balance for the Aqua�c Plant Control 
line item is $4,624.38, unofficially. Based on this, the Board would need to move $6,000 from 
the con�ngency fund to the plant control fund if they are interested in a second harvest this 
year. 
 
B. DNR Lake Report Update 
 
Rick Sabina stated that fish data was taken in 2021 and the report has been writen but it has 
not been fully reviewed. Once the Board receives the report, it will be published on the website.  
 
C. AIS Mobile Unit Update 



Rick Sabina stated that the AIS mobile unit was on the lake for two (2) weeks in June. He expects 
to receive a usage report in the fall which will also be put on the website. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
A. Second Harvest 
 
Rick Sabina would like to consider conduc�ng a second harvest in early September or late 
August. For this to be an op�on, the Board would need to transfer $6,000 from the con�ngency 
fund to the plant control budget in advance of the perceived need and desire to have a second 
harvest. 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Stephanie Petriello, moved to transfer $6,000 from the 
con�ngency fund to the plant harves�ng fund.  
 
  Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
The public had a few comments and ques�ons regarding swans, new sod, and Woodhall Lake. 
There is no clear reason for why it appears that swans are atracted to Lake Oakland or for why 
there seem to be more swans and less egrets than in years past. The installa�on of new sod in 
September should not be affected by any lake treatments. For those concerned about trash and 
other items coming from Woodhall Lake, it is recommended that this issue be brought up in the 
local Township mee�ngs.  
 
LAKE OAKLAND INVOICES: 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to approve Invoice #193535, dated 
July 3, 2023, from Progressive AE for Lake Management Administra�on and Oversight Quarterly 
Services thru June 30, 2023 in the amount of $5,000. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
Theresa Nallamothu, supported by Stephanie Petriello, moved to approve Invoice #1-2023, 
dated 7/17/23, from Oakland Harvesters for nuisance aqua�c plant control work conducted 
from July 10, 2023 thru July 14, 2023 in the amount of $24,300.00. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
 
 
 
 



LAKE OAKLAND INVOICE RATIFICATION: 
 
Rick Sabina outlined Invoice #19362 from Aqua-Weed Control (dated 05/26/23) for aqua�c 
plant control treatment of Lake Oakland on May 17, 2023, in the amount of $16,362.50, as 
noted in Item ‘13a’. 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to ra�fy payment of invoice 
#19362 in the amount of $16,362.50. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
Rick Sabina outlined Invoice #19480 from Aqua-Weed Control (dated 06/14/23) for aqua�c 
plant control treatment of Lake Oakland on June 13, 2023, in the amount of $19,099.37, as 
noted in Item ‘13b’.  
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Stephanie Petriello, moved to ra�fy payment of invoice #19480 
in the amount of $19,099.37. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 

Rick Sabina outlined Invoice 220-MH-4139 from Goose Busters! (dated 06/17/23) for goose nest 
and egg removal on Lake Oakland in the amount of $460.00, as noted in Item ‘13c’. 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Stephanie Petriello, moved to ra�fy payment of Invoice 220-
MH-4139 in the amount of $460.00. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 

Rick Sabina outlined 21st Century Media – Michigan Invoice for AD # 2477221 (dated 06/20/23) 
for legal ad publica�on on June 20, 2023 in the amount of $593.00, as noted in Item ‘13a’.  
 
Theresa Nallamothu, supported by Kimberly Markee, moved to ra�fy payment of invoice for AD 
#2477221 in the amount of $593.00. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS: 
 
Kimberly Markee verified that the increased assessment rates were only $8 for Waterfront Lots 
and $2 for Back Lots. 
 
MEETING SCHEDULE: 
 
The next Lake Board mee�ng will be held on Wednesday, August 30, 2023, at 3:00.  



ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Kimberly Markee, supported by Theresa Nallamothu, moved to adjourn the mee�ng at 8:31 
p.m. 
 

Mo�on Carried Unanimously 
 
 
        ______________________________ 

Stephanie L. Petriello 
Lake Improvement Board Secretary 
For Lake Oakland  

 
 
 
 
 
  



STATE OF MICHIGAN  ) 
)  SS: 

COUNTY OF OAKLAND ) 
 
 
I hereby cer�fy that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the minutes of the Lake 
Improvement Board for Lake Oakland, Oakland County, Michigan held on the 7th day of June 
2023, and that the said minutes are on file in the Office of the Oakland County Water Resources 
Commissioner and are available to the public. 
 
I further cer�fy that no�ce of the mee�ng was posted at least 18 hours before the mee�ng at 
the Office of the Oakland County Water Resources Commissioner, which is the principal office of 
the Lake Improvement Board for Lake Oakland. 

 
 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Stephanie L. Petriello 
Lake Improvement Board Secretary 
For Lake Oakland  

 
 
 
Dated:  August 8, 2023 
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Attachment ‘B’ 



AGENDA 

LAKE OAKLAND LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD 

Monday, July 17, 2023 – 6:30 p.m. 

Waterford Town Hall Auditorium 

 
1. Open Meeting 

a. Introductions and Attendance 
 

2. Approval of the Meeting Agenda for July 17, 2023 
 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes from June 7, 2023 
 

4. Explain Outline of Meeting Agenda 
a. Current project and assessment roll is expiring, requiring that new public hearings 

be conducted 
i. First hearing will be on the proposed program of practicability 

ii. Second hearing will be on the assessment roll 
b. General Business items 

 
5. Convene Public Hearing of Practicability 

a. Pre-approve invoice that will be issued for publication of legal ad in the Oakland 
Press Newspaper that was published on July 5, 2023 for the sum of $593.00. 

b. Pre-approve invoice that will be issued for publication of legal ads in the Oakland 
Press Newspaper for the Notice of Determination that will be published after the 
Hearing. 

c. Present Affidavit verifying publication of legal ads run on June 20, 2023 and July 5, 
2023 for the Hearing of Practicability. 

d. Present Affidavit of Mailing of first-class letters to each individual property owner 
that was mailed on June 26, 2023. 

e. PowerPoint presentation outlining the proposed program and estimate of cost. 
f. Open Hearing of Practicability for public comment 

i. Present any letter or emails from property owners opposing the project. 
ii. Floor open to public comment 

g. Close Hearing of Practicability for public comment 
 

6. Resolution for Practicability 
a. Moved by ________________, supported by _______________ that the Lake 

Oakland Lake Improvement Board determined the proposed project with an annual 
cost of $101,500 for the years 2024 through 2028 is practicable and directed that 
the Notice of Determination be published pursuant to the provisions of Act 451 of 
the Public Acts of 1994, as amended. 
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7. Convene Public Hearing of the Assessment Roll 

a. Pre-approve invoice that will be issued for publication of legal ads in the Oakland 
Press Newspaper for the Notice of Confirmation that will be published after the 
Hearing. 

b. Present Affidavit verifying publication of legal ads run on June 20, 2023 and July 5, 
2023 for the Hearing of Assessment and Right to Appeal. 

c. Present Affidavit of Mailing of first-class letters to each individual property owner 
that was mailed on June 26, 2023 giving notice of assessment and right to appeal. 

d. Record to reflect that the following assessment letters (8) were returned by the 
post office for incorrect address or no forwarding address. 

e. Presentation of annual Assessment Roll 
i. Formula for annual assessment 

ii. Assessments are spread based on the following formula: 
1. Waterfront parcels are assessed one (1) unit of benefit 
2. Back lot parcels are assessed one-quarter (1/4) unit of benefit 

iii. Annual assessment roll is $192 (Waterfront Parcels) and $48 (Back Lot 
Parcels) 

iv. Total Assessment Roll is $960 (Waterfront Parcels) and $240 (Back Lot 
Parcels) 

f. Open Hearing of Assessment for Individual Appeals 
i. Letters from 0 individuals 

ii. Floor open for public comment 
g. Close Hearing of Assessments on Individual Appeals 

 
8. Resolution for Assessment 

a. Moved by ________________, supported by _______________ that the Lake 
Oakland Lake Improvement Board confirm a 5-year Special Assessment Roll for Lake 
Oakland as presented by the Lake Improvement Board in the annual amount of 
$101,500 and direct the Clerks of Waterford and Independence Townships to 
endorse upon the Roll the date of July 17, 2023 as the date of confirmation and 
direct that the Notice of Confirmation be published pursuant to the provisions of 
Act 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, as amended. 

 
9. Old Business 

a. Project Work Journal 
i. Survey 

ii. Herbicide Treatment 
iii. Plant Harvesting 

b. DNR Lake Report Update 
c. AIS Mobile Unit Update 

 
10. New Business 
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11. Public Comments 
 

12. Lake Oakland Invoices 
a. Invoice approval (#193535, dated July 3, 2023, from Progressive AE for Lake 

Management Administration and Oversight Quarterly Services thru June 30, 2023 in 
the amount of $5,000.) 

b. Invoice Approval (#1-2023, dated 7/17/23, from Oakland Harvesters for nuisance 
aquatic plant control work conducted from July 10, 2023 thru July 14, 2023 in the 
amount of $24,300.00). 

 
13. Lake Oakland Invoice Ratification 

a. Ratification of Aqua-Weed Control Invoice #19362 (dated 05/26/23) for aquatic 
plant control treatment of Lake Oakland on May 17, 2023. Rick Sabina, supported 
by Stephanie Petriello, to pay invoice in the amount of $16,362.50. 

b. Ratification of Aqua-Weed Control Invoice #19480 (dated 06/14/23) for aquatic 
plant control treatment of Lake Oakland on June 13, 2023. Rick Sabina, supported 
by Stephanie Petriello, to pay invoice in the amount of $19,099.37. 

c. Ratification of Goose Busters! Invoice 220-MH-4139 (dated 6/17/23) for goose nest 
and egg removal on Lake Oakland. Rick Sabina, supported by Kim Markee, to pay 
the invoice in the amount of $460.00. 

d. Ratification of 21st Century Media – Michigan Invoice for AD # 2477221 (dated 
06/20/23) for legal ad publication on June 20, 2023. Stephanie Petriello, supported 
by Rick Sabina, to pay the invoice in the amount of $593.00. 

 
14.   Board Member Comments 

 
15.   Schedule Next Meeting Date 

 
16.   Adjournment 
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Attachment ‘F’ 





What variables affect plant growth on Lake Oakland?

How can residents reduce their cumulative effects on water quality and nuisance 
conditions?

What are the goals of the plant control program?

What are the most cost-effective means of achieving these goals?



Physical

Chemical

Biological



• Lake surface area 311 acres
• Maximum depth 65 feet
• Mean depth 10.8 feet
• Lake volume 3,364 acre-feet
• Shoreline length 10.5 miles
• Shoreline development factor 4.2
• Watershed area 66 square miles 

Ratio of lake to watershed area 1:138



Shoreline Development Factor

Walsh Lake, Washtenaw County

1.03

Spider Lake, Grand Traverse County

3.91

Smallwood Lake, Gladwin County

11.37



Shallow Lake 
Considerations

• Lakes that have more than 50% of surface area less 
than 15 feet deep (approx. 80 percent of Lake Oakland 
is < 15 feet deep)

• Mixing throughout the water column (in shallow 
areas)

• Usually have higher nutrient levels due to sediment 
suspension – lack of settling – more prone to algae 
blooms

• Macrophyte (rooted plant) dominated systems can be 
prone to shifting towards algae dominated systems –
proceed with caution when controlling macrophytes

7/6/2023 Lake Oakland 6



Clear Water State Turbid Water State

Modified from Hilt et al. 2018

Fast change

Slide from 
Erick Elgin, 

MSU 
Cooperative 

Extension –
used with 

permission



Lake Oakland









Historical Perspective

Over 10,000 inland lakes in 
Michigan (>5 acres)*

Over 60 percent of 
Michigan’s lakes have 
impaired shoreline 
vegetative cover and over 50 
percent have degraded lake 
habitat complexity and 
lakeshore habitat**

*Michigan GIS open database

**US EPA National Lakes Assessment 2022





Erosion caused by 
removal of roots and  
woody debris which 
anchor lakeshore 
sediments
Increased wave action –
more boat traffic – less 
vegetative buffering
Loss of habitat for fish, 
waterfowl, and other  
aquatic organisms
Increased nutrient 
loading from both 
surface runoff and 
groundwater





Eurasian (hybrid) milfoil Curly-leaf pondweed Starry stonewort

Invasive exotic species:



Bulbil photos from Sleith et al. 2015



Chara Wild celery Illinois pondweed

Native plant species:



Herbicide Treatments



Can treat invasive exotics (EWM, starry stonewort) anywhere with systemics

Cannot treat native plants and algae beyond 100 feet from shore or 5-foot contour 
(whichever comes first)

Cannot use copper sulfate for algae in May or June (also spawning restrictions)

For large lots, cannot treat more than 100 feet of frontage in any treatment



FISH NEED A MODERATE ABUNDANCE AND DIVERSE ASSEMBLAGE 
OF AQUATIC PLANTS TO THRIVE (DIBBLE, ET AL. 1996)



Photo credit Univ. of Wisconsin



Common algae types:
Filamentous algae Blue-green algae



• Aquatic plant surveys
• Contractor oversight

• Record keeping
• Meeting attendance















2024 – 2028 
Annual 
Assessment 
Breakdown

Lakefront parcels $192

Backlots w/deeded

or dedicated access $48



Thank you!
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